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Together we have the interest. the commitment and the
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE persevemnce to make a ahfference.

Hcrc *c arc at the beginning of anothcr progrunr

\cfi Your Ourings and Programs Comnittees have

donc an outstanding lob - agarn - to bring vou a \ar-

'.0 ro rn,flSUrnS *r':iuir i i.:* ^rry .,; 
.:.i-

chure closc at hxnd so lou $on't miss out on thc
nranl activ res the\ ha1'e plarul€d

As nl\\'a]s. I cncourage vou to consider ho\ vou
mrght become inrolved ll thc acti\itics of thc PFN -

as a Nlnmbcr ofthe Board. contributor to the ne\\sl€l
ter (\\e al*als nced pcoplc *rllng to rrrite a brief
summar] of field trips). baker of cookies. greerer of
\rsrlors at neetings and outings. participant ,n stud!
groups. and gener3tor ofne\ ideasl

k hardlr scoms possible that thls \\ill be n\ lasr
opponunrl\'to \\'nte 1lr ]ou as Presrden! olthe PFN
Thc Iast four voars havc passcd quickh. fillcd $ith
challenges- good tinres. and much leaming on nl\
p,r't I lrr,. c.pr..elLr rppr:crrtrd th. opponLrrr\ ro
\!ork r\lth nran] kno$ledgexble rnd skilled peoplc io
our orgalllzrhon and hayc dcvclopcd a dccp rcspcct-
fbr lour dedication to nature. ecologv and consena-
tion. Your \\rlllngncss to stcp fo^\ard to holp \\rth
programs. outings and the nlan\' club actr\'ltles has

bcen outstandlng and rnspirational I am surc that
\\illrngncss to sharc \ill contrnLrc \\c11 rllto dre liLturc

I particularl\ \'ant to ackno\\ledec thc hard *ork
and unstnlrng support of all those \ho have ser\cd
on thc E\ecuti\e Conimittee dufing ml x\o tenns of
offlcc Tha.rrousomuch

Somc ofthosc \\ho havc nad. maio' contributrors
to rhe PFN oler dre \ears are no longcr \ith Lrs Nlosr
rcccnrll. ou. h*rrrs lcrc saddcncd this spnDg b\ th.
death of Dr. Robefi Fisher. sonleone \\'ho opcncd lhu
c\cs of man\ of us to thc \\orld ol nrushroonrs Wc
$rll mrss his presence. his mant astr(c qucstioDs oi
.plL:rs rrrd hi. srllr'.,rr:ss tc .L'ar. \r. ..rt..nr..
iuld artisrl

A. \ciocl -l,.Jo. l'cre f,r.'nif,n\ oppodunrIl(.
lbr dosc commrtcd ro lbc prorcction of the natural

- Maggc Snttc), -
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PAST INDOOR MEETINGS storc. \ou do requrrc a hl{h magnificatton mlcroscopc to
stud\ thenr rn dctail- srnce all ofthcir shrcirrcs (such r-s

sporcs) arc produced 1n ninraturc Nlan\ ofthc lichens
are qurte bcrutifdl lo look at due to thcir \ibr rl col
ours. as \!ell as therr urusurl. rnleres!ing shapes Brighr
\cllo\\s and blue-greens arc conlmon alnonl] lichcns
Thc British Soldier' irchens sport scarlct cirps on palc
grel stalks

Lrchens are useful to us in \a\s that are as drlerse as

the lichcns arc thcmsches Th.\ can bc Lrscd ls tim
lr-J" rr scr,. nrod(' lrurr ..1\ s.rr.. produc. " g.l-lF
nous substance lhat rs used rn thc prepar ion of pud-
dings. Othcrs arc uscd in bactefla culturc mcdra. and
t\\o ivpes of lichens arc used to produce the pink/tlue
colour cllances ir litmus paper Lichcns. hoNeler arc
veq bitter-tasting because ofthe actd rhc\ prcduce aod
arc gcneralh not consumcd bv humans or arunrals_ al-
iirough a ie!\ animais sucir as rcindecr are adaptcd ro
fccd on them

Thanls Roman for bnnging the ston of tbc lichens
to us On our nature \\'aiks \!e \!ill bc more a\\arc of \ cr
anothcr pan ofour amazing natural \orld

.laJLc Rlaihe -

PAST OIITDOOR E\'ENTS

LICHENS . AN INTI]\'I-{TE REL{TIONSHIP
NIARCH 27. 2000

Roman Olszclski has an unusual and lascrnatrnq
hobb!. SonD people mar find ir odd bur fbr Ronran.
searching for and srud\ lng lichcls has become sr:colrd
nature. and hrs cnthusiasm for them carried o\'er rnro hrs
lccture to us. With his exccllcDt slides he sho\\cd us the
variet\ of colours. shapes. sizes and habilats of thcsc
small tungi

Lichens arc unusual because thc\ xre reall\ a mcsh-

',rork of t1\o different lr\ing orgarism. a fulgus and a
grccn algae. r',hrch co-exist ir a s\nrbioric. murual benc-
Ucial rclalioDship The algec produces food rhrough
photos\nthesis \\htch the fungus consumes Thc funsus
pro!rdes prolcclion fbr thc alg.lc in an en\lronment rhat
thc algae couid not cxist iD on its o(D The fungus pro-
duces acids th3t roughen surfaccs This roughncss al-
lo\s thc lichen to anchor itselfvirtualh on i1n\ surfxcc

Therc arc rhree main t\pcs of lichens. Crustose Ii-
chcns \hich are fltt lrnd crust\ as the name implics. Fo-
liose lichens \\hrch look like srnall lcavcs cro\dcd k)
gcther. and Ftuiticose lichens \vhich lorm bunches of
nrrstillg branches rcscDrbliDg tin\ shrubs L-lchcns rc-
produce b\ pircr" breJ\rnr url .rnd buoJrnts . n.s
planN. or bl minute sporcs \trch arc disperscd br rhc
\l]]d

Lrchens can sun,i,'e anr\hcrc - on hol dn desctu iD
'1i Ir..,/Iri Jr!r.c rrro h1"h u1 i.r rrrrd. mo. rrrr.
Thcrc are morc than:50 diflcrenr spocrcs in thc Anrarc,
tlc alonc 'I'he\ can suni\.e rn a dcsiccared forn on onl\
3rr lrght J J,l t.\t n nJ.Jl" Sn..mu.ror rh. rr. ,. r: ,
comc fionr the air ind rarn. lichels are good rndrcarors
ofthe pollution present in thc cn\rronmcnr Screntrsls
kno\ that the alr contains pollutants \\hen lichcns beqin

,{ltbough lichcis are relatjlch cas\ Io collco and

PAUL CHAPMAN,s MYSTERY ToUR
ApRrL 16. 2000

On April 16. ninc ofus mct Peul Chapman ro ec-
compan,, hrn on his schcdulod \1\stcn Tour' \Vc
procccdcd ro Crl1dl Drive .lnd parkcd our cars ilt thc
crossirrg of Walker Crcck Wc f'olloNcd rhc naturc trarl
rn a Norlh'Easlerlt dircction along thc creek As \rc ap-
proached thc lake dre nalural arca lncrcxscd in $idth
\ith huge reeping \'illo\\ troes and bordering rhc lake a
sand duD. sontc t\\cnt\ Let in hcighr Bclor\ thc dunc
lar $e Gardcn Cit\ Bclch \\rrh bceuritul sxnd On thc
lakc *c spo$ed Bufiichead. Rcd-breasted Mcrgaflser.
(lornorants and a flock of Whitc-\!rngcd Scoter Inlxnd
te had good vrc\vs ofa Yellow-bcllred Sapsucker and a
Sharp-shinDcd Ha\\k

Wc thcn dro\c to rn old rail\\a\ flghr-of,Na\,. cross-
rng York Road at No 2 ConcessroD road_ Just east of St.
Darids Paul told us rhar thc origrnal line was builr iD
185.:l and ran fron Niagara Fxlls to Niagara-on-thc-
Lakc lt \as rcrroved from scn,icc in 1960 Wc irav-
. -rd tl,. rr.,hr ot sJ\ rr.:r S, u,l,r-r\ J,r.crron ,o J po r,

of junctlon \\rth rhe Umcc Trail Th. rrail !\as rel
Dalnlarncd rnd Ulood Roor *as:rlrcad\ m bloom atong
thc udgcs Wc prssed thc sitc ofa hugc lxne kitn. con-
strucled. naturalh . oflimcstonc rock and locatod at thc
crcsr of the uscaqnncnt abo\c thc nghr-ot-$a\ Wc
foLrnd an oid cast iron p,pe rbour 12 nrch in diamcter



and fiftccn feet in length It sas (ell presen ed eren ar

150 \irars old C:Isi ,ron pipe \ff uscd for cuhcfis bc-

causc concrele and gahanizcd iron pipc l\cre not let
alailablc

We all thanked Paul for a most enjo\able and in1.r
esting morning

Rohert Mtllndn

SPRTNo BrRDlNc AT l\IuD LAKE.
MoRGAN's PorNT AND RocK PoINT

SUNDAY NIAY 7. 2000

lr \". lim( orrc. .rc,rirr ro i.rn rlrr VrlLn..rr " to'
rhelr annual outing to NIud Lake and thc shorcs of Lakc
Enc Thc dn\ startcd earlv al 7::0 am so that \!e *ould
L.r r cllrI.. Io sDot :orrle or thc rJtl\ "p n!,.nUr., r.
that \!ere passiDg through lllud Lake rs a favourite lo-
cation for birders b€cxuse it is compriscd of a numb.r of
diffcrcnt h:Lbrt.rls all located lithin an easr \\alking d1s-

tance of one another Circhng thc lake. one encounters.
thickcts ri plent\ oldense undcrbrlsh. forcsl.d areas.

opcr meado!!. nrarshes. and opcn Nat€r These habitats
cur suppo( a m\riad of di$erent birds that cithor brc€d
r" rlr. :rr(:r ' uri r r.r r(it.Il! .por o nL n rrJl.^r
Thls \crr ho\c\cr pro\od to bc drsrppolrrring ibr thosc
.: ... \.,.u i\\,( i,....,,,5 r, sp,, ..inr .r r.,( riguia..

that are often seen m thcsc various habrtats Ve[ fc\\
rrrblcrs nere spotted rn the thrckcts and uDderbrush
The Iake \\alcr \!as calln bul no narer fo$l Ncre nrakrng
usc ofthis r.tuge The open ficld arcr \as silent ofdrc
distrnclne ping pong cnll ofthc Field Sparro\s \\,c
did sec a highor thrn usual numbcr of Northcm (lardi-
n.rls that flrtled trom onc ccd.rr bush to anolhcr A nalk
around thc lakc al\\a\s brrnss rts re\\}rds We heard the
call of a Virginra Rail in thc marsh area and also gor a
good closc{rp iook at a Black-throatcd Blue and a
Black-throated Grcen Warblcr

Wc then ireaded to\irds thc shores of Lakc Eric
*here *c had a quick stop at Nlorcan-s Point The nind
llas comlng offllrc lt*c from the south and actcd likc an
rir conditioner Though tbc rcst of the peninsula \!as

"-riperieDcing temperalures rn thc lrid t\entics. thc tem-
pcratLlre along Lakc Eric \as aboul l(r dcgrccs bclo\
that Some us had dressed l'o. the \armth rnd \\erc nor
prepired lbr thc blast of cold arr off thc lake Thc birds
rlso \erc takinc rcfirgc ln thc urdcrbmsh and \crc drf-
ficuh ro spor The hrghlight at N{organ s Pornt \as the
sighting ofa pair of Eastenr To$hees \\hrch fbr somc ol
us \as sonlcthinc fiat \c don ! get a chancc !o scc

e\er\ \ear We also spotled a $ood Duck od the

\\ie stopped aI Rock Poinr fbr a qurck picnic lunch
$here *C \\ere cntertained b\ singing Ycllo\\ Wxrblers
fccding ln thc \illo\\s Becxuse ofthc bcftcr than usual
.prrrr condrtons. mosr \rrhl(r\ sir. nol slol,fir. on

th€ir migration up north so thc nunrbers here \ere l'en
lo\\' We \crc amazcd ho\\'e\,er at thc numbcr of Bxlti-
more Orioles- counting as mini as 20 at a tlnre in the

ln total \€ spotled 55 species for the da\ As al-
\3rs. c\cn thouqh \\c didn t scc somc of thc birds ne
cxpccrcd. \\e did gel some surprises along the \\.a\
ThJnk .ou YJr',:rrr,l Bob lor unL. J.tJrn ir\rn.t u. -,1
cnjolablc dar

- Karin Schnctdtr

NhGARA FALLs ARBoRETUTI WALK
WIDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER I6. 2OOO

PFN .lrt, *en,bcrs & gucsrs rcre mer \\,rth an in-
\rgorrting autumn \urd as uc all enrbarkcd on onc of
the flrst oulings of thc fall scxson al the Nraga.a Parks
tsotanical Gardcns Ho:liculruralist Nanot Luft led the
qroup first throuqh thc rcccnt 1\ -rcnolated Herb Gardcn.
thon through the nrasnificcnl Arboretuni

The cntirc propcrtv is lust over 100 acrcs situated bo-
h\c€n thc Niagara Rrver Corge rnd an Ontarro Hvdro
Po$er Canal Once consrdcred unproductive firmland.
the gardcDs \crc dc!elopcd in I93f, bt thc Niagara
Parks ('ornmrssion as a School of Hortrculture to trarn

Octobcr l(X)(l el



apprentice gardeners Tbe School rs no* the onh resi-
dcntial school olits kr:rd rn C.urada

Despite rhc nip ln thc air c Hcrb Garden \\rs still rn

tull bloom Thc cntirc l.!\-out had becl rcdcsigncd thc
vear betbrc to better group ihe plants and define proper
\\alkr\avs Tle group enjoved the liagrant displa\s ol
herbs catcgorized as Nad\c. Culrrrat1. Conlmerclal. D\o
Planr" -md Por-Porrr. On.' ol rh- mosl rnrrrcsrinq s(L-

ions ras Poisonous Planrs \\hrch featured the rather
common catnrp t'Nepetd cdtatn) and an unidcnlified
Goldenrod. It $as a good remrnder for us ail to use cau-
tion $hen idcntif)'mg plants for personal use

Headiig oler toqards the Arboretum. the group
passed through the Spccrmen Tree Area Ttese trees had
all been chosen for lanous unique featurcs: thc London
Plane Trce (Ploramr acelr/rrdl for its mottled bark and
resrstance to pollLltion: the Colden Raln Tree
ll{oelri,tittic ,a1ic1.!ai4 foi iis .lli5i;is .ii"llolr fl.11-
ers in spring- the Silk Tree (Albizra tulibrissin) for rIs
\\isp\ po!\derpuffllke flo\\crs cnd thc DaNr RedNood
(Metattqlton gbptoltru)bo ct l:or is sratus as a h\iig
fossil The Da\n Red$ood is nati\e to China and is thc
onl) living member of its genus k Nas kno\\n onl\ b\
fbssil imprints until a liling spccimcn \\as lbund rn

1941

Trees in the Arborerum are groupcd accordrng to F n-
il\ Nanc\ \!as able to hclp us learn ho$ to idcn.if xr
diridual species b1 bark. leafand lruit. Siarting \\irh the
coniaers- re leamed that thc cones of spruccs hxDg
do*l1 froir thc branches while thosc offirs srt above the
branch. Nanc\ also suggcst€d good conifer cultirars to
plant for panicular sites. As darlurcss f'e11. r\e \oLrnd
our ival through thc oaks. ashes- mulbcrrios. pophrs
md meples \l€ realized that thc bcst Nal to learn lhcln
all \!as b! making nores and sketches - and bv rcrrsrtrng
thcm ollcn Fonunateh. thc gerdcns are open \car
round aid adr ssror is free Best ofall. thc trces arc la-
beled ifrou gct stuck on rour r d

A JoURT\EY INTO NIARCY,S WooDS
SuNDAy,\PRIL 30"'. 2000

I od.rr I rr, ..it.d a nrosr $ond..t. I r. Jc( $ riri \. {l
can lose \oursclf m the malcstic bcau!\ of a natural
'fiorderiand Here rou can fbrqet \our trials and tnbula-
tiol. of Ih. 1,r..\ oLrs s,j!L Jnd rc\rrrlrzr \o,rr l,rflt
This place harbours onc of dre fe\ rcnnining nlrural
s.urd dunes found tn Sourhcrn Ontario It is localed
along the Lake Eric shorclinc and is kro\n :rs Nlarc\ s

N{r colleagues and I erivcd at about 9lj am and
as Nc entered the prope.t\ \\c rere immedrateh grccied
br a choms of songbirds Among thc sonesters *c roc

ognizcd both spccrcs of KiDglcls (Rub\-cro\ncd and
Golden-cronncd) as rell Chipping Sparrows. r\\o or
thrcc Easrcm To\\hcc sc\ crrl \1hrlc rhrosrcd Spirrro\s.
Robrns. Bluc Jar.. Cardrnals. Chrckadees and a Tulied
Trtnouse \\ho sang hrs lifllc heart out Hcrnrr Thmsh
*ere also spoted as the\ tle\\ across the path and disap-
pcxrcd into thc dcnsc shtubbcr\ nhcrc onu pauscd

briefl) ro allo\ us ro rdennl] It
As \e \entured deeper rnto the lbrest $. lefi our

chorusrcrs bchifld As rhcrr bcautilul \oiccs t'ndcd fic
silence becamc almost deaftning. onl\ our loorfalls and
oLrr hushcd \oices could bc hdrrd Suddcnh the sound
of a male Ruffcd Grouse silenced us- forcing us io hah
aDd Drale cerlarn \e \\ereD t hearing thrngs After a

brief lnome r th. dnnnmrng begrn onh to disippliLr lrs

qurclh r. r' slcneo U( sir( Jboul Io conl'_u. our

ioums *hcn a \Vrntcr Wrcn dxrtcd in 1ionl of us rnd
qi,ic;l\ d;sappeaicd into .h! ,irr,jergrosiL o,'iali* iogs
alld branches. The srlence refurned and so \\c rumcd our
attenlron to slLrd\xrg the \\ildflo\\crs that gres on both
sidcs olthe path We identrficd s$eral of thcm rhich
rncluded Hepaticcs. Nlarsh N{ango1d. Dutchman-s
Brecchcs. both Red and Whrte Trilliums. iuld Bsll\\ons
Suddenh thc song of a Winter Wren dres our attcnlon
a\ar fiom thc \ildflo\ers. and evcn drough I ne\er
spotrcd rl I \\il1 rre\er lorget thc nrelodious sorg

Our loumur contrrued do\n the $cll *orn path
\\hcn our cves \\crc dra!\'n sk\1\lrd b\ the flittrng
movemcnt of small birds We identrficd morc Kinglets
and Chrckadees and to our surprisc one lone Palm War-
blcr \!as also spotted Thls sniall mi\cd flock coDtinucd
on rlsjournc\ up thc ridgc as \c contlnucd ours

Up ahead a bend appcarod in the path and as *c
ncared it thc call ofa Rcd-bellied Woodpcckcr hrslered
our stcps loNards lt. As *c round.d thc bend we noticcd
a clump of Ycllo\\ Birch \\hrch had sccn betrer da\s
ncstlcd rn c backgrould surroundcd br \oungcr trecs
rnd shrubs , Thc Red-bcllied Woodpcckcr called xgarn
and lhcr.. thrcc quancrs ofthc \ar up thc trunlt. \'hcre
scYeral branchcs rcached skrrrard. tuckcd down in the
ccntrc rc spotted our callcr Aftor adnrirnlg it for a fc\\'
momcnls our afiontloD \\is dra\\n to thc right b\ the
song of .r Biltrn)ore Onolc I thoLrght I had spottcd ir.
l,.rt d-r I.llir r'.or lr"1t.nS I ..uldr, , b( c(rrJrl

October 2000 1



Bcfore $e could confirm this sightlng. thc bird fle$
offand disappcarcd deeper rnto th. fbrest As one bird
disrppcared anothcr \as found One kr:cn collcLguc lo-
cated a Black-throatcd Blue \\'arbler After a careful
search thc rest of us got a good look at rhis bEautiful
bird and Nerc abl€ to he.r irs soflg Just dlcn another
colleague spottcd a Bleck and \\trie Warbler. allo\ing
us all1r) gci a good look at thrs splendid !\arblcr

As \\c approached thc sand duncs. anorh.r lull in

s11d 16 rt, .lll ,r:d u. "rr,- lo lunr out rne-'i^'Io
morc \\itdflo\ers xrcludnlg Nlalapplcs Ju$ beginilng
ro opeD. Jack in rhe Pulpit not \'et opened and wild Gin-

!.r \nolr(r rhr_1 ol rcti\rr\ rrrrrclJd orr Jlt(nlion
Once morc. a large ni\ed flock of brrds l\as spottcd
consisting of n1orc krnglcts and chickadces ls *ell as

sc\cral Yello\\-rumped \\iarblers Wc retraced our stcps
back to tlrc lnaln path and headed to\ards rhe Nlarcl'
Cabin \\'here r\e rcrc grcctco bl an East.m Pho.bc. As
mornlng approached noor seleral ofthe ioresl denizens
began to selllc do\n for al1 aitcmoor nap Nh col
lccgues and I nrade our \\av back to the parki,rg lo!

I realh r.grcftcd lca\ ing this small piece ol paradise

ind ir's inhabrtants- and although some brrds $ill mor e

on ro their no(hern brcoding grounds: others will re-
nrain and rarse lherr voung In the fail. man\ \\ill take
rh. lunc rrd-ou' 'oum(\ dosn Io lh-I \Irr<Ilrrr
grounds. and tbcrr crcies oflifi *ill go on

,A.s for me. I \\ill lca\e N{arc\'s Woods \ith f'ond
memorics of a brici respite. quiet momen$ obser\ing
rnd enlolrng naturc s slmplc \!ondcrs

(;d11 I j't0tt\t

'rorking for or€ then ir vcar through petirlons. prdscn

tirtlons 3nd docLrnlcnlalol1 to con\rnc. Council to k.cp
Bradshal in a passir,: statc Thcrr hrrd rorl and dili-
gcncc trnelh p:ud off \hcn the comniftcc mcnbcrs
!oted unanimoush on Seplembcr lar to irppro\e s.\'cral
reconlmcndalions conccfiing thrs lmponant i0 acr€ par-

.rl oll I h,tnll(r Rord Th-s( rncluoi rruJ rn. l'.r.jr\.
uses for the propefi\. \\'hich \ould rncorporatc a soll
trail srstcn. benches. rcmorablc \ashroom fhcrlitics
al1d a grarel parknlg area A larg.tcd srgD \\ould bc
erected denotrng Bmdsha\\'s xrlcnl to opcn up the land
for the bercfit ofall Pelham citizcns

The idea of creating a sports field on lhis propert\
*as nb.r,rdoncd because o1_ the e\tensi\c de|elopinent
and senrcing cosis rnvol\ed as \.ll rs the iict thxt thc
nrral locadon \as not readilt acccssiblc to acrr\c local
spons A recomnrendation \as also nrade to creatc x
r olu:rtccr src\ardship comnrifiec ao iakc o\cr lhe opcra-
t,on and maintenance of the park oncc rnitial dcvelop-
nreni Nrs complcte

Thc adoption of rhc rcconlmcndltions still nccds to
be appro\ed b\ To\\n Council but for all lntents and
purposcs \c can sal *ith sonic confidence rhat aDother
specral area rr Niagara has been sa\ed iionr dljlclop-
mcnt and \ill bc lhcrc to bc cnto\cd b\ futurc gcDcra-

Knri .* hh.i.ht -

(rnfonnxlion takcn from an afticlc b\ Carohn Nruliin rn

Thc Voice ofPelhanr. \\rcd Sept 27. 2000)

No SPoRTS FIELDS FoR BMDSIiAW PARK!

Morc oli.,, thcn Dot. \\'e includ! rcports abour our
lcr rcmairing naturai areas bcing thrcatencd or iosr to
dc\clopnlcnt lt ficref'ore gr\es me greai plcasure (in
casc vou missed rt) to rcport that a rccomnrendation has
been pLrt foNard b\ th(] Pclham gcncral committec
nrcmbcrs to lhc To\r ('ouncrl that Bradshr\ Park bc
kcpt rn a natrr.rl statc s)th no spons field allo\lcd

The propcft\ ir question \las \illcd ro rhe lo\n b\
Itarold S Bradsha$ *ho passed axar ir Dccember
l.\l TlrJ ro$,. rool pu.....ror c,th( pr,prn. r

Januan 2000 fiouncil orrgina)h ondorsed a conccpr
pllrn that incorporatcd both actile aDd passi\c uscs of
thc park through a trail svstcn and soccer ficlds Lr
'rx) I an en\ iro m( r.ll tnlr.r\ I .lLd\ toutrJ joDt. u tqIi
nrtural fcarures \odh prcscrvirlg. and sugeested that
bo t\pes ofdc!elopm,jnl could be acconrmodarcd

Snrcc thcn thc Friends of Bradsha\\ Park hxv. bccn

"Thank GodI ... Thos€ blasted crickets hav€
finally stoppedl"
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PFN 2"n ANNUAL PHoToGRAPT CoNTEST
\\'tNNERS

I hi" rrrr or,c. -, Jrr I' - piroro!r3p \ .o_r..r -r Ilr.
annual polluck ln Aprrl \\as e huge success There \erc
marl\ cmncs !\hich rndrcated to us that members are ei:
fcctr\cl\ usrng photograph\ ro capture !hose specral
siqhiines on therr outdoor $alks Thank \ou to all the
panrciparrs ibr sharing r our nemorics rrith us

Thc \\rnners tbr each categon Nere selected b\ fel-

l) Birds Tina Summcrskill
)) \hrnrndl. Der rd \loorr
l) Wild Flo$ers N{ar\ Dccr
.lr R:ptil<. A nphrbrrn. DJ\rd \loor<
5) Insects Walne Bcrridgc

7) Nanrre Scenes ofNiagarr N{aigarct Komrcndr
It) l\'fiscelianeous llarn Hodgins

HUNTING IN PROVINCTAL PARX5

Rcccnt mcrlie rcports confirm that rhe proi incial
golcrimcnl is considcrrrg plars 1o opcn \\rldcrncss
class parks to huntrng in responsc to lobb\ing eftbns
b\ groups such as thc Ontano Federation of Arglcrs
and Hunters. \\iildemess Class parks nrclude Killar-
ncv. Quclico. Wabakimr and \{oodland Caribou
Thosc pxrks currentl\ recci\c lhc highcst lc\cl ofpro-
lectron and arc off lilnrls to hunting and ntotonz.d rc
cess Thcv arc supposed to be :rrcas \\hcrc nlture is al-
lowed to evolYe on rts o\\n tcrms

Ontario alread\ has one of t.\onh Amencas most
permissi\c huntrng policies: hunters cuncltlr hare ac
!J... ro ,. -.,.1 ,,^.. Jr D'iblr! .r d. Hu i .- .. ( ,-
rcnd! pcrmrttcd rn sclcral classcs of parks rf rl ciur bc
\ho-.r'n drat r|is 3i^!i\rr. .l{"'s r.r lhr..n.!r \!rlClifu
populations Ho\!c\cr. no hunrrng is currentl\ pcrlnic
tcd ur parks d€srgnatcd as Wildcrncss or N.rturc Re-
scne This ,na\ bc about to changc

Thc tro\c to introduce huntins rn \\rildcrn.ss
parks \as not paI1 ofthc Ontario Lllrng Lcgrc\ drlli
.'pon rrlr..r"ro r \l. ch ol '"uu rn.r.'rd. I n- r"

serted as a nc\\ usc m thc final draft ofrh. docunent
rLjlclrsed in Jure ol-1q99 This occurrcd dcsprtc sunc\
rcsults rndicrring thrt nrost Onlanars \\cr. opposcd tL)

hurling in our parks Thcsc ,rrc not mercl\ lhc scnrr
rurcn$ of thosc linns in southcrn Onhrio: x Fcbruan
2000 Oraclc Rescarch poll fi nd that 77 'li, ofnorthcnr
Ontrflo residents also opposc lruDtnrg rn parks

It is crpectcd that Kill.rmc\ \Vildcmcss Park. 10-

cetcd on thc norlh shor. ofCeorglaD Ul\ \\ill bc thc

iirst park to be threatened b} thc nc\ profosi!| rts

nrrnagcmcnl pirr rs duc for rcrrsron soon Thrs popLr'

lrr frrk is silll hcr\11\ uscd b\ (non-hurrr|g) \rsilors
durng hunrlng sdrson (\hich bcgurs ur nrd Augusr
tbr bears). and is surrounded b\ Cro\n hnd \hcrc
hunting is alreadr pernified ln addition to huntrng
rights. hunters arc also seeking motorizcd acccss to thc
hcan olthc park. lhich rrould rcsult rn signrfrcanl ad-
ditloralstrcsscs on dlc landscapc

Thc rntroductron of hurnlng m Kill.rnr.\ iLrd other
plrks has thc polcnri:rl to disnrpr scnsrrr\c prcda-
tor-prel relationships rrr \\a]s that m3\ not currcntl\
be Lrdrtulood o- (Jsi'l rneJ.ur('d Huntin; .t.n_
'$herc \ould also resull in thc loss of a b.nchniiLrk
f,garnst \\hich thc iDrp:rcts oihun n acti\rlics can bc
measured and $ould drminlsh thc \cluc ofsuch parks
as placDs \\hcrc onc cirn expcrience Darure \\rlhout lhc
iIr. rferen,.' oi hunr.i, .rrri mulor rz(d \ Jlr. -.,

OpeDrng \rrldemess parks to huntrng \\ithout pub-
lic consuhanon \ould bc iL \rohtron ofth. Forcst Ac
cord signed b\ the go\eflrmcnr rn I999

What You Can Do

Plcasc rakc i fe\ monrcnts to lrntc thc N{lnlstcr o1-

Natural Rcsourc.s. John Snobcl.n Indlcarc lour op-
po-rition lo sport huntrng in riildcrncss class parks
such as Kilhrne\ and denrand prorincc-lidc public
hearings bcforc rhis proposal is ciren anr iurlher con-
sidcration Pro\ince\\idc consultations nu\ ,.)/ be
h.ld rfthc public docs rrot c\pr.ss ,ts dcsirc lor it Thc
addrcss rs Th. Hon John Snobclcn IUrnislcr ol Natu-
ral Rcsourccs Roorr 6301. $rlruncr Block 9q Wcllcs
lo\ Strccl \\iest Toronto. ON i\.17A lWl

Rtntt L'anl)tnRclr
Taken tronr Tho Cardinal No 179 April 2000
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UP CONIING EVENTS

Bring a Friend Night & Dessert Pot Luck
Nlond:r\ Norcmbcr 27. l00il
7 -r0 pm at Lakepoft Secondaq School

Tlis is a greai nrght ro introducc a lirc d to \'hat th.
PFN club has ro offer NIen Gartshore $ill sharc hcr
kno$1cdgc on $orking $rth Warblers Thc tall \1ll
bc follo\\ed b\ a dcsscfl pol lucl lor us to indulgc lll
So bnng a buddr \\jfi lour i-avounte desscn and leale
the dlct behind

Project Feeder Watch
stans end of\orcnbcr

This is a grcat \ra! to learn about the birds that \rsrt
rour ilcdcr Thc information Iou gather is rnlaluabl€ nr
help,ng track brrd populxtions from \car lo \car Fceder
\\irrch panlcrpanrs record the ma\inrum nunrber olcach
specres socn ai thcir bird fecdcr oi count da\s (once

!\cr] t\\o !\eeks) The amount of trme spent \\'atching
lour lleder on lorLr couit dxvs is up to \ou ParticF
pantu can cnlcr end retrieve data and inlonnatlor \ia lhe
Iiternet at hrrp:rhsi\ bsc-eoc or! Thc currenl rcgrslra-
tion fce for participarrrs rs S2j.00 Contact Beck\ $|1r-
tam. Bird Studres Canada. I 88ti-.1-lli-BIRD or (519)

i86-i5l1. b$hrrli 1?bsc-.oc org. hllp:/trlN bsc-cocl]rg

Niagara Gull Festival
Decc bcr 0l to 0-1. l(100

Colnc oui tlnd scc nhr hundreds ol brrders tra\cl to
Niegara at thls timc of \car Spccial $ents lbr this
n.€kcnd are sliil bcxrg planned Contact Carla Carlson
ibr mo.e intbrrnatlon closer to thc c\cnr f,t (90r) aa,l-

Ontario Brerding Bird Atlas-Pilot Proiect

lu.l r r(m 1d.r llul ilrou rrr rr,trrr.t-d ..r prrlr.rpJ
rng in this protcct \ou should bc contirctrn! thc atlas co-
ordrlator no\\ Se. tlre spflng issuc for dltrils
T.. (il.'r'i,-',u- l-\ L.lL){rr-11 i

Erail atlas'ri ontarionarure org

WINTEIT WOOL]ES

Do Woollv Bears lurk rn \our gamqc durin! thc
v|intcrl lt's quitc possiblc that thcl do Orrc da\ in Fcb-
rua^. I discovercd a \Voollr Bcar Caterpillar. of the
common rcd-bro\r and trlack bairdcd varict\. I\n1g
curled up or the garrgc floor WhcD 1 prcked it up. lt

mo\ed xnd \as ob\iousl\ ali\e d.spirc thc cold tcnr

pcmturc I plrr rt back on thr floor rhcr: il rcrnarncd

ibr t\\o \\ccks. and dlcn I pLrt rt in lr conlain.r a.d
mo\ed rt to a shehered spot bosrdc nr\ housc ltrascu_
rious to ilnd out \hclhor rts prescncc rn thc cold garug.
'r\as n nonulpart oflhe species lifcc\cle Thc$ooll\
Bcxr is lhc lana oilh. ls3b.lla Trgcr Nloth. /\??i7.r1-
nca *rtullu r \\rdlsprcld species in \o(h Amcnca
Thc catcrprllar cf,ls dmdelions. phntam and othcr
1o\-g.o\1ng plorts \\in!c. 1s sl)ent rn tlr. c.rlerpillar
slage. so nr\ fricnd in the gar.rgc \as rndccd dorng
\\hat cones naturrlll Dcpcnding olr th. spectes modrs

rnd bunerflies spend thc $inter 3l diliircnt slales of
thcir lili c\clc WintenDg rs .r pupx is r conrnron slrxl
cg\. hencc die tre,rd\ lcr "cocooning Sonlc. such as

rhe NlourniDg Cloxk butterfll. oler\.rnler as aduits rnd
3rc out and fllrng al the firsl spcll of \\arm \cathcr.
clcn ii rircrc is stiit sno$ on tire grouncj

I hale al\a\s had a soll spol for Wooli\ Bcar Car-
crpillars. and as a small chrld I thoughr thc\ \\erc thc
n.rles thrngi rlr!e Or,.i. slrrn I rrr..rhout.i$cer.
old. I had l: Woollr Bcars of\xnous srzcs rn an old
cookrng pot I lried lo feed thcn \irh plants liom thc
field nhcrc I had lbund thcn1. but thc\ rumcd up thcrr
little nosos at c\cr\thrng I offcrcd Thcn i slppcd thenr
slnrples fronr m\ modrcrs housc planis rnd ibund onc
krnd thcl liked (l dont rcmcmbcr \hat rr \\iN) liDfor-
tLxEtel\. Nlother soon bccanr€ susprcrous as thc 1ea\.es

bcgan to disappcar. and I kn*r thcrc \\os no \\'a\ shc
\ould aqrec lo sacriflcc hcr pl3nls to a gang oi catcr
pillers Rcluct.rnll\. 1 rclcascd thc \\'oo1h Bcars nlto
thc ficld:rnd sarcd thcm good-b\Li

Nor\ I xnl \\;r(inq ro scc \\hcthcr ni\ \Vooll\ Bcxr
fiom thc garagc \\rll \akc up and rcsumc its lrfc \\hcn
spflng arfl\cs

Btlth.tht lttlrk
Trkcn liom Thc Cardiml. No I79. April 1000

WINTERIzE FoR IA,iLDLIFE

As thc *cather turns colder and gardcns dic back
thrr. s strll pl.nt\ \o cirr do to help \\ild|ft rD \our

-Butld e bmsh polc *ficrc birds and snrall manrnals cen
hrde tionr predators and lilkc rclig.lionr thc bitter cold

-Crcatc a road hibcrDlculum or snakc dcn Toads and
snilkcs cat Iargc a,nounts ofgrubs and o$cr ins€cts xnd
can hclp rcduc. the n.ed lor pestrcidcs

Contrct thc Crnxdia| WildliJc Resourcc centre fbr dc-
tails lrbout thcsc aud othcr hrbrtrt frolects

Octobcr 20i]0 1



Note from the Editor Points on Canada's $ilderncss

And frnalh. as ihc ne\\ ednor lirr the PFN nc\slel- - Canada ranks l6th rn)ong th. \or1d s narlons rIr fr.f
ter I cncouragc \ou to subnrrt a(iclcs about an\ nltural- rcctrng \ildcmcss
lst theme You can nrail \our articles to the address
listed belo$ or prefeIabh ro me directl\ at $e follo\ ing -O\cr halfofCanxda-s m:Iror hxbrtar t\pcs still ha\cIr-

Snarl mail .1175 Hixon Street. Beams\r]te. LoR l87
Enail karnr Ziniagara com
Pleas. aflach thc filLj lo \our mail mcssagc

All submissions lill bc cditcd for grammar eld punc-
iuatron so don t be afixrd to send in lour thoughts

Adrcflrsclncrt \\ill be allo\\ed in the ne\sle[er for
nauraLst relatrd itcms :Lt thc cost of$25 00 fbr business
cxrd srze Cosrs \\rll be $aived for non-profir c\ents

fhc PFN e\ecutr\ e and edrtonal staffhas the risht to
delermrne final content ofthc rlri\\sletlcr

tlc or no protcctior

Illustration Credits:
Pagc I Illustridon b\ R Frshcr
Page 2 Lichen. \\'\\ \\ fs fed us

Page I Orl 1*rrc. Hancr. J Planrs. Do\.r Pub i9ti8.
\\iood Duck. Bcnn.l ind Tinncr. Up Nol]h Agaln. Recd
Books. Iq97
Pagr;5.(r Larson.G The Far Srde Galler\. Andrc\s and
i!ici"ieei. l,,li +

Page ti end t) Larson.C l'hc Far Sidc Caller\ Andre$s
And NlcNIeel. lq8{

The Peninsula Ficld Naturalist Club

A non-profit organization srartcd in 195.1 \\rth thc obtcctr\us to proscnc \vildlifa and pro-
tcct ils habilat. 1c) prom ot e pubhc intcrcst in iurd .r kno$ ledqc of th e natu ral hisl on of lhc
area. and to promorc cncourage and cooperatc \\rth orgmizltions ard rndrrrduals hcrrng
si:rilar interests and oblcctr\ cs Affilirted \\ lil1 thc FcdcriLtion ol Onrario Naturahsts cnd
the Canadien Naturc Fcdcrltion

P O.Bo\ l:0i I ll.1$ellxn.l A\.

The Peninsula \aturalist Nelrsletter

llrrlrri..l Octobcr. Januilll. April
al,/-.,rlri.)rr 200 copres pcr issuc

Th: cditor lclcr,n.:s r nrcn erocics o.:1rr\o'k on
an\ natural hisron topic Hand\\ritten articlcs \\ill bc
acccprcd. and il possrblc. plcitsc subnrlt l\pes tlcn
allrclcs. or conlputcr disks containing \our illc All
preccs of lrn\ork \i1l be acccpicd alrhough Irnc
drarrinqs arc preferablc. as thc\ ar. bcttc. sLrilcd lo
Ir ,1o.ol\ rrt \.$ rJrJ.. -rd c^_srru!r \. 'llr'. r.Ir
are al\\a\ s \\clcoln.
l.,lttorioj Stal/ Lomc Srobbs. K:r n Schneidcr. Src\c
Bcrcrl
Luhtlltng Mailntg June Corc\ Kr\ Snitb

Pleasc send submissidrs to the abo\ c addrcss-
Deadlines for submissions:

Sept.2 , Jan. 1, NIar.3l

2OOO PFN EXECUTIVE
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